
OFFICE OF THE COUNTY MANAGER                    RAMSEY COUNTY, MINNESOTA 
ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA                                                     JUNE 12, 2001 

 
The Ramsey County Board of Commissioners met in regular session with the following 

members present: Bennett, Haigh, McDonough, Reinhardt, Rettman, Wiessner, and Ortega - 7.  Also 
present were Paul Kirkwold, County Manager; Susan Gaertner, County Attorney; and Darwin 
Lookingbill, Director, Civil Division, County Attorney’s Office. 

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all in attendance. 
 

AGENDA 
Commissioner Haigh moved, seconded by Commissioner Reinhardt, to approve the Agenda of 

the June 12, 2001 Board Meeting.  Roll Call: Ayes – McDonough, Reinhardt, Rettman, Wiessner, 
Bennett, Haigh, Ortega – 7.  Nays – 0. 

 
MINUTES 

Commissioner Haigh moved, seconded by Commissioner Reinhardt, to approve the Minutes of 
the June 5, 2001 Board Meeting.  Roll Call: Ayes – McDonough, Reinhardt, Rettman, Wiessner, 
Bennett, Haigh Ortega – 7.  Nays – 0. 

 
PRESENTATION OF A PROCLAMATION 

Commissioners Bennett and Reinhardt presented a proclamation on behalf of the County 
Board to Deputy Robert Leo Pavlak, Jr., for his heroic measures during an attempted robbery on 
March 8, 2001.  Deputy Pavlak thanked the Board for the award and for the Board's support of the 
Sheriff’s Department and Canine Unit. 

 
HUMAN RESOURCES – Proposed Ramsey County Commissioners’ Salary Ordinance for 2002 
 Commissioner Reinhardt introduced the following resolution and moved its adoption, seconded 
by Commissioner McDonough.  Roll Call: Ayes – McDonough, Reinhardt, Wiessner, Bennett, Haigh, 
Ortega – 6.  Nays – Rettman – 1. (2001-199) 
 

WHEREAS, The provisions of the Ramsey County Home Rule Charter relating to 
compensation for the Board of Commissioners state that: 
a) The Board may determine the annual salary of its members by passage of a salary ordinance; 
b) The salary ordinance must be passed by July 1 of the year prior to the effective date of the 

ordinance; and 
c) The ordinance shall not become effective until the first business day of the following year 

(January 1, 2002); and 
 

WHEREAS, The Charter requires that per diem payments be made to the County and that, 
with the exception of fees, payments and other compensation paid to an officer of the Association of 
Minnesota Counties, the County will not add these payments to the Commissioners’ salary when 
payments are received from the various boards, committees and other governmental agencies; and 
 

WHEREAS, The current annual salary of the Board of Commissioners is $47,916 for County 
Board Members, and $49,234 for the County Board Chair; and 
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WHEREAS, Over the period of January 1, 2000 – December 31, 2000 the consumer price 
index (CPI-U) for the Minneapolis/St. Paul metropolitan area increased by 4.2%; and 

 
WHEREAS, It is the intent of the Ramsey County Board of Commissioners that the salary 

rates for the Board of Commissioners should be adjusted by between 50% and 75% of the change in 
the Consumer Price Index (CPI-U) for the Minneapolis/St. Paul metropolitan area for the most recent 
year for which the CPI-U information is available; and 

 
WHEREAS, An increase of 2.94% for the Board of Commissioners will result in a salary 

increase equal to 70% of the change in the Consumer Price Index (CPI-U) for the Minneapolis-St. 
Paul Metropolitan Area for the period of January 1, 2000 – December 31, 2000; Now, Therefore, The 
Board of Commissioners for the County of Ramsey Does,  
 

ORDAIN, That the annual salary for the Ramsey County Board of Commissioners for calendar 
year 2002 shall increase by 2.94% to $49,325 for County Board Members and by 2.94% to $50,681 
for the County Board Chair; and Be It Further 

 
ORDAINED, With the exception of fees, payments and other compensation paid to an officer 

of the Association of Minnesota Counties, the Board voted to decline fees, payments and other 
compensation paid to County Board members in exchange for representing the County on outside 
boards, committees and other governmental agencies and any subcommittees thereof, and that any 
funds received by the County would remain within the County's General Fund; and Be It Further 
 

ORDAINED, That the Commissioners are eligible to receive fees, payments and other 
compensation paid from the following boards, committees and other governmental agencies and any 
subcommittees thereof, such amounts to be remitted to County Treasury and thereafter paid to board 
member; 
 
  Association of Minnesota Counties (if serving as an Officer) 
   
and Be It Further 
 

ORDAINED, That all appointments of County Commissioners to various boards, committees 
and other governmental agencies shall be ratified by County Board resolution before per diem shall 
be paid; and Be It Further 

 
ORDAINED, That any subsequent new appointments or changes in appointments to new or 

existing boards, committees or governmental agencies, and any subsequent establishment of new 
per diem rates or increase in current per diem rates shall be ratified by County Board resolution 
before per diems shall be paid; and Be It Further 

 
ORDAINED, That any increase in per diems or new per diems which are approved by the 

above described process, shall be included in the next annual salary ordinance, and Be It Further 
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ORDAINED, That the Ramsey County Board of Commissioners shall be allowed to receive 

actual and necessary expenses for attendance at conferences, seminars, etc., in connection with 
their official County Commissioner duties as do all other Ramsey County employees; and Be It 
Further 

 
ORDAINED, That unless a valid referendum petition is filed within 30 days after the publication 

of this ordinance, this ordinance shall:  
a) Become effective on January 1, 2002 and replace the previous salary ordinance (Ordinance 

2000-205); and,  
b) Continue in effect throughout calendar year 2002 and subsequent years until changed by a 

subsequent County Board ordinance. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS – Proposed Ramsey County Right-of-Way Ordinance for the Management of 
Utilities in the Public Right-of-Way 

Commissioner Rettman introduced the following resolution and moved its adoption, seconded 
by Commissioner Reinhardt.  Roll Call:  Ayes – McDonough, Reinhardt, Rettman, Wiessner, Bennett, 
Haigh, Ortega – 7.  Nays – 0.   (2001-200) 

 
WHEREAS, The Ramsey County Home Rule Charter requires that every proposed Ordinance 

shall receive two readings:  first at the time it is presented, and second, at the time of the public 
hearing; and 

 
WHEREAS, The full reading of a proposed Ordinance may be waived if a copy of the proposed 

Ordinance is supplied to each member of the County Board prior to its introduction; and 
 
WHEREAS, A copy of the proposed Ramsey County Right-of-Way Ordinance for the 

Management of Utilities in the Public Right-of-Way has been provided to each member of the County 
Board; Now, Therefore, Be It 

 
RESOLVED, The Ramsey County Board of Commissioners waives the first reading of the 

proposed Ramsey County Right-of-Way for the Management of Utilities in the Public Right-of-Way. 
 

PUBLIC WORKS – Proposed Ramsey County Right-of-Way Ordinance for the Management of 
Utilities in the Public Right-of-Way 

Commissioner Wiessner introduced the following resolution and moved its adoption, seconded 
by Commissioner Haigh.  Roll Call:  Ayes – McDonough, Reinhardt, Rettman, Wiessner, Bennett, 
Haigh, Ortega – 7.  Nays – 0.  (2001-201) 

 
 WHEREAS, A 1997 Amendment to Minnesota Statute 237 gave local units of government 

authority to regulate and manage their right-of-way and recover management costs through adoption 
of an ordinance; and 

 
WHEREAS, The proposed Ramsey County Right-of-Way Ordinance for the Management of 

Utilities in the Public Right-of-Way has been drafted to give Ramsey County the authority to regulate 
and manage its right-of-way; and 
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WHEREAS, The Ramsey County Home Rule Charter established a procedure for the approval 

of a County Ordinance wherein a public hearing is part of the process; Now, Therefore, Be It 
 
RESOLVED, The Ramsey County Board of Commissioners establishes the date of July 10, 

2001 for a public hearing on the proposed Ramsey County Right-of-Way Ordinance for the 
Management of Utilities in the Public Right-of-Way. 

 
RESOURCE RECOVERY – Public Collection of Solid Waste 

Commissioner Reinhardt said this item is to begin the discussion of public collection of solid 
waste.  This would be a more regional approach to look at the public health benefits associated with 
the potential of public collection.  Public collection does not mean that Ramsey County would 
purchase garbage trucks, but it is important to look at what already exists in some of the 
communities, as well as any potential downsides. 

Commissioner Rettman said she is concerned that the language in the draft resolution seems 
to predetermine the outcome.  There is no predetermined outcome, and that will need to be made 
clear in the resolution. 

Commissioner Reinhardt moved the resolution to fully explore and consider development and 
implementation of a public collection system for solid waste in light of the potential benefits described 
in the whereas clauses, and work on language to make it more clear that there is no predetermined 
outcome.  Commissioner Haigh seconded the motion. 

Commissioner McDonough asked what the differences are in the two resolved clauses, and 
where the responsibility will actually come from. 

Commissioner Reinhardt explained the authorization to go forward and implement is done at 
the County Board level with recommendations from the Resource Recovery Project Board.  The 
second resolved deals with the study and not implementation of public collection. 

Zack Hansen, Environmental Health Manager, Department of Public Health, said the second 
paragraph deals with the mechanics of coordinating the work because both counties are exploring 
this.  At the same time there are some efficiencies by working together.  The second paragraph is a 
specific authorization to that Joint Powers Board to work on this, but the decisions come back to this 
Board and are made by this Board.  It is a matter of one contract with the Project rather than two 
separate contracts. 

Commissioner McDonough asked if there would be some added costs to facilitate these 
meetings, through staff of the Joint Powers Board and from the counties. 

Commissioner Reinhardt said there is an overlap, but the costs associated with it will come 
through the Project Board. 

Mr. Hansen said staff of the Project Board is made up of county staff from both counties.  The 
meetings that will be held will be facilitated by the Project, but it will be County staff, and at some of 
the meetings, County Commissioners. 

Commissioner McDonough said this is an issue, especially in St. Paul.  It is important for this 
Board to be involved the process and all the discussions rather than just receiving recommendations 
from the Project Board.  It seems that there is a great deal of the authority given to the Joint Powers 
Board. 

Commissioner Reinhardt said the language does need to be changed especially in the second 
resolved which is getting the work done -- the responsibility to facilitate and coordinate the 
discussions regarding public collection system on behalf of the County and to enter into the contracts 
and using the project funds to advance this study would meet the need. 
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Commissioner Reinhardt said as to the County Board, that discussion would have to be held 

here just as it is now.  Ramsey and Washington Counties could come up with different decisions. 
Commissioner McDonough said that was a concern of his that this would be a joint decision 

with some compromise and concessions.  Each County might want to adopt something different.  He 
is fine with this if the resolution states that each county can have something different. 

Commissioner Rettman said the documentation and resolution were written for this Board, but 
she reads this for the people she represents.  When looking at the timeline and whereas clauses, 
everything in this document led her to believe that the outcome was already predetermined to do 
public collection.  She would like it stated in the resolution that nothing within the resolution 
predetermines any outcome. 

Commissioner Haigh said this is a large decision for the County Board and has huge impacts.  
What we are doing now is engaging in the process to fully discuss this issue with the community.  
There have been discussions in a workshop setting and at the Project Board meetings, and all 
commissioners can attend those meetings.  This is a complex issue, and a lot of pressure will be 
received from some parts of the industry that do not want the question asked.  It is important that the 
people who pay for waste management are engaged in the dialog.  She shares some of the concerns 
with Commissioner Rettman in keeping people engaged, especially the Planning Districts in the City 
of St. Paul.  She sees the use of a public communications contract as expediting and helping our 
ability to engage the public.  She supports the resolution and is looking forward to the process. 

Commissioner Wiessner said it is important that all seven of the Commissioners be involved in 
the process.  All Ramsey and Washington County Commissioners who are not part of the Project 
Board should also be invited to participate.  During this process there will be discussion of options.  It 
may be that by the end of the study process, there won't be an option that works for Ramsey County. 
She is not ready today to say that we are going to go forward.  She reads this documentation that we 
are just proceeding to examine this issue, with the final decision following all the public discussions. 

Commissioner Bennett said he and Commissioner McDonough are the only two 
commissioners not on the Project Board, and is comfortable in being invited to meetings, but he may 
not be in attendance at all of them.  This can be made clearer in an additional resolved clause that a 
final decision in Ramsey County has to come back to this County. 

Chair Ortega suggested to staff that as we move along with this, the meetings be treated as a 
Committee of the Whole.  All of the Commissioners may not want to sit in on the ongoing operations, 
but when it comes to planning, the entire County Board should be there.  

Commissioner Reinhardt suggested adding the following resolved clause:  "The outcome of 
this exploration and discussion is not predetermined".  Commissioner Haigh seconded the motion.  

Commissioner Rettman accepted that additional resolved. 
Commissioner Reinhardt said the Project Board cannot make a decision, legally, it has to 

come back to this County Board. 
Chair Ortega said rather than us reacting to something coming from another entity, we should 

be involved in that decision from the beginning. 
Commissioner Reinhardt suggested another resolved that the final decisions are in the hands 

of the individual county boards of Ramsey and Washington Counties.  She rephrased the additional 
resolved combining the suggestions. The first additional Resolved clause is to read:  "The outcome of 
this exploration and discussion is not predetermined and final decisions will be made by individual 
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county boards".  The other change is in the previous resolved that says “the responsibility for the 
study of a public collection system” so that is clear that what we are delegating is the responsibility of 
the study. 

Commissioner Haigh said the other step about this process is that this County has always tried 
to be proactive in the management of solid waste, and she sees this as another step in trying to be 
proactive and not reactive. 

Commissioner Rettman said it is time to talk about this, but did not want to see a 
predetermined outcome.  She would like each Commissioner to be made aware of when each of the 
neighborhood meetings are held, with notification to district councils, with plenty of lead notification.  It 
will need to be in different languages, easy for environmentalists to get involved.  There are a lot of 
businesses that need to be involved in this concept discussion. 

Chair Ortega said that on the Resource Recovery Project Board, the agenda was that we 
would explore the breadth of all options.  As these meetings take place in each district, the 
Commissioners need to be aware of when and where they are located. 

Paul Kirkwold, County Manager, suggested a change in the second resolved, third line “for a 
public collection system on behalf of each the County…” so that is not a one size fits all for the two 
counties. 

Commissioner Reinhardt said that is acceptable to her.  She commented that as these 
meetings are planned, each of the town/city elected officials should be made aware of what is going 
on and engage them in the process as well.  This is the first time we would have a countywide 
discussion on this. 

Roll Call:  Ayes – McDonough, Reinhardt, Rettman, Wiessner, Bennett, Haigh, Ortega – 7.  
Nays – 0.  

This item will be considered for final approval on June 19, 2001. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS – Speed Zone Study on McKnight Road (CSAH 68) 

Commissioner McDonough introduced the following resolution and moved its adoption, 
seconded by Commissioner Reinhardt.  Roll Call: Ayes – McDonough, Reinhardt, Rettman, 
Wiessner, Bennett, Haigh, Ortega – 7.  Nays – 0.  (2001-202) 
 
 WHEREAS, Ramsey County Public Works has received a request from the City of White Bear 
Lake to consider reducing the speed limit on McKnight Road between County Road D and Orchard 
Lane; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Authority for the establishment of speed limits rests with the Commissioner of the 
Minnesota Department of Transportation; and 
 
 WHEREAS, McKnight Road between County Road D and Orchard Lane is designated as 
CSAH 68 and therefore needs authorization from Ramsey County to conduct the speed zone study; 
Now, Therefore, Be It 
 
 RESOLVED, The Ramsey County Board of Commissioners requests the Minnesota 
Department of Transportation to conduct a speed zone study on McKnight Road between County 
Road D and Orchard Lane; and Be It Further 
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 RESOLVED, The Ramsey County Board of Commissioners authorizes the Ramsey County 
Public Works Department to install speed limit signs based on the Minnesota Department of 
Transportation study results. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS – Amendment No. 1 to the fifth Rider to the Agreement with the St. Paul Water 
Department for Highway 96 Reconstruction 

Commissioner McDonough introduced the following resolution and moved its adoption, 
seconded by Commissioner Reinhardt.  Roll Call: Ayes – McDonough, Reinhardt, Rettman, 
Wiessner, Bennett, Haigh, Ortega – 7.  Nays – 0.  (2001-203) 

 
 WHEREAS, Ramsey County and the St. Paul Water Department entered into an agreement 
dated June 6, 1966 for operations related to public works projects, including public roads; and  
 
 WHEREAS, The reconstruction of Highway 96 between Rice Street and McMenemy Street 
was substantially complete in 1999; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Certain improvements related to this project such as grading, widening, park 
entrance modifications, trail construction and development of ponding areas required Ramsey County 
and the St. Paul Water Department to enter into a Fifth Rider to an original agreement dated June 6, 
1966; and 
 
 WHEREAS, During the construction of Highway 96, additional work was identified to enhance 
public access to the headwall area and observations platforms at the point of discharge to the Sucker 
Creek Channel; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Amendment No. 1 to the Fifth Rider to the Agreement between The Board of 
Water Commissioners and the Ramsey County Board of Commissioners was drafted to address the 
additional work; Now, Therefore, Be It 
 
 RESOLVED, The Ramsey County Board of Commissioners hereby approves Amendment 1 to 
Fifth Rider to Agreement between the Board of Water Commissioners and Ramsey County Board of 
Commissioners; and Be It Further 
 
 RESOLVED, The Ramsey County Board of Commissioners authorizes the Chair and Chief 
Clerk to execute Amendment No. 1 to Fifth Rider on behalf of Ramsey County; and Be It Further 
 
 RESOLVED, The three (3) page Amendment No. 1 is incorporated herein by reference and will 
be kept on file in the Office of the Chief Clerk of Ramsey County. 

 
RESOURCE RECOVERY – Amendment to Resource Recovery Service Agreement 

Commissioner McDonough introduced the following resolution and moved its adoption, 
seconded by Commissioner Reinhardt.  Roll Call: Ayes – McDonough, Reinhardt, Rettman, 
Wiessner, Bennett, Haigh, Ortega – 7.  Nays – 0.  (2001-204) 
 

WHEREAS, Ramsey and Washington Counties have entered into a Service Agreement with 
NRG Energy, Inc. for resource recovery services; and 
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WHEREAS, The Counties and NRG have previously amended the Service Agreement nine 
times, in 1989, 1990, 1992, twice in 1993, 1995, 1996, 1997, and 1999; and  
 

WHEREAS, The Counties and NRG have negotiated an amendment to the Service Agreement 
that would help to address issues related to waste deliveries; and  
 

WHEREAS, The Joint Powers Agreement for the Resource Recovery Project provides that the 
County Boards must approve any Service Agreement Amendments; and 

 
WHEREAS, The Ramsey/Washington County Resource Recovery Project Board has 

recommended that the County Boards approve Amendment Number 10 to the Service Agreement; 
Now, Therefore, Be It  
 

RESOLVED, The Ramsey County Board of Commissioners hereby approves the Amendment 
Number 10 to the Service Agreement, and Be It Further 

 
RESOLVED, The Board authorizes the Chair and Chief Clerk to execute the Amendment. 

 
PROPERTY RECORDS AND REVENUE – Repurchase of property at 687 Jackson Street by the 
prior owner 
 Commissioner McDonough introduced the following resolution and moved its adoption, 
seconded by Commissioner Reinhardt.  Roll Call: Ayes – McDonough, Reinhardt, Rettman, 
Wiessner, Bennett, Haigh, Ortega – 7.  Nays – 0.  (2001-205) 
 

WHEREAS, Tax Forfeited Lands has received one application to repurchase a tax-forfeited 
property by the prior owner at the time of forfeiture; and 
 

WHEREAS, This property is located in the City of Saint Paul, County of Ramsey, and is legally 
described as follows: 
 
COMMISSIONER DISTRICT 4 
Ahton & Sherburn’s Add to St. Paul, the South 50 feet of Lot 1 & the East 39 feet of Lot 2. 
PIN:  31-29-22-24-0030 
PA:   687 Jackson St., St. Paul MN  55101-4306   
FORFEITED: August 1, 2000; and 
 

WHEREAS, All and any payments received have been deposited into the Tax Forfeited Land 
Accounts; and 
 

WHEREAS, The prior owner has entered into an agreement to repurchase the property from 
the Tax Forfeited Lands section for the purpose of repaying the outstanding back taxes, interest and 
penalties on the property and has further agreed to keep all future real estate taxes current; and 
 

WHEREAS, The Ramsey County Board of Commissioners has determined that by allowing the 
repurchase, any financial difficulties or undue hardship caused by the forfeiture will be corrected; 
Now, Therefore, Be It 
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RESOLVED, The Ramsey County Board of Commissioners hereby approves the repurchase 
of the tax-forfeited property for the prior owner, Rosebear, Inc., PIN: 31-29-22-24-0030, in the amount 
of $ 4,208.29, over a four-year contract repayment period. 
 
PROPERTY RECORDS AND REVENUE – Repurchase of property at 607 Western Avenue by the 
prior owner 
 Commissioner Rettman requested a four-week layover of this item for the following reasons.  
She is disappointed that the St. Paul City Council has had the opportunity to make recommendations 
on Items 8.6 and 8.3, and have not made any determinations at this point in time.  She will be 
meeting with two councilmembers.  Licensing and the police have stated they will have reports to the 
City Council within a four-week period.  She would like that report to come to the County Board.  
District 7, the owner, and the neighborhood is going to be meeting during that period for some 
recommendations in regard to the bar.  This is the vacant lot adjacent to the bar, which needs to be 
rezoned to become a parking lot.  If a solution has been made, and licensing has made a 
recommendation, this would then come back to the County Board for a vote.  Commissioner Haigh 
seconded the motion for layover. 
 Roll Call:  Ayes – McDonough, Reinhardt, Rettman, Wiessner, Bennett, Haigh, Ortega – 7.  
Nays – 0. 
 This item will be laid over to the Board agenda of July 10, 2001. 
 
PROPERTY RECORDS AND REVENUE – Repurchase of property at 1022 Stinson St. by the prior 
owner 
 Commissioner Rettman said Property Records and Revenue is conducting more title updating 
and would like this item laid over to the June 26 Board agenda.  The owner has said if allowed to 
repurchase, they would rehab the property and turn it into home ownership. 
 Commissioner McDonough seconded the motion for layover. 
 Roll Call:  Ayes – McDonough, Reinhardt, Rettman, Wiessner, Bennett, Haigh, Ortega – 7.  
Nays – 0. 
 This item will be laid over to the Board agenda of June 26, 2001. 
 
LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
 Terry Speiker and Nick Riley, Intergovernmental Relations were present.  Mr. Riley said the 
Legislature met in Special Session yesterday for about one-half hour and then adjourned until 
Thursday.  Leadership has yet to meet to talk about the tax bill.  Health and human services met 
yesterday.   Once agreement has been made on the tax bill, all bills should be wrapped up. 
 Ms. Speiker said last week staff spoke with other levels of local government about contingency 
plans.  Ramsey County is in a different situation because it has a budget through the end of this year.  
The State won’t have a budget once this month is over.  Ramsey County also has in place a process 
for how to redo the budget for things to come back to the Board.  Julie Kleinschmidt, Director, 
Budgeting and Accounting, has been consulting with the department heads.  The department heads 
have an excellent handle on their revenues.  The City of St. Paul is operating in a similar manner to 
Ramsey County. 
 Chair Ortega asked if there is any delay in the State, will it be retroactive to the beginning of 
their fiscal period.  Ms. Speiker said that is correct. 
 Susan Gaertner, County Attorney, said of particular concern to her about the contingency 
planning is child support.  The State disburses all the checks, although the County Attorney’s Office 
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collects the money, and she hopes there is some contingency planning around that.  That has an 
immediate impact on a tremendous amount of people in the community. 
 Mr. Riley said Senator Moe and others have stated they are working on a contingency plan for 
the State to keep things running funding wise.  He believes they can get this resolved. 
 
OUTSIDE BOARD AND COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Commissioner Reinhardt reported: 
• That Dick Stafford was re-elected as Chair of the EMS Radio Board, and she was elected Vice 

Chair.  That board accepted letters of withdrawal from Dakota County for January 1, 2002 and for 
Ramsey and Washington Counties for January 1, 2003. 

• On welfare reform Paradigms for Success group, which honored women who had overcome 
incredible obstacles. 

 
Commissioner Bennett reported: 
• An increase in the EMS 2002 budget is likely and may be about $30,000 to $40,000. 
• The Tony Schmidt County Park rededication will be held Saturday, June 23.  It is also Arden Hills’ 

50th Anniversary. 
• He reminded the Board about the tour of properties next Tuesday.  Bonnie Jackelen said a bus 

will pick up Commissioners at 11:45 a.m. at the Fourth Street entrance to the Court House, drive 
to the locations, and bring everyone back at 3:10 p.m.  Box lunches will be provided. 

 
Commissioner Haigh reported: 
• She met with consumers of mental health services.  She passed along to the County Board 

gratification for reinstatement of funding of mental health services this past year, particularly at the 
Apollo Center. 

• On the Children’s Initiative Transition Committee meeting.  A new director is being sought. 
• She attended Girls’ State where she spoke about county government.  She thanked the American 

Legion for its efforts in this area to educate young people about government. 
• She attended a public radio Mondale lecture series on Hubert H. Humphrey. 
• She met with District Energy about the space between the West Building and District Energy.  

Jolly Mangine, Director, Property Management may have been meeting with others on this. 
 

Commissioner Wiessner reported: 
• She attended a meeting of Ramsey County’s Investment Committee.  There are two vacancies on 

this committee of five members, and she encouraged the Board to invite individuals with 
experience in investments, but no conflict of interest, to apply. 

• On May 29, there was to have been a reception for Arly Gunderman, a former New Brighton 
councilmember, however he passed away that same day. 

• The WIB met last week.  Dick Hansen, 3M, will be retiring.  A reception will be held for him on 
June 20, 4-7 p.m. 

• Both MELSA and MetroNet Boards are searching for new executive directors. 
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Commissioner McDonough reported: 
• There will be an open house for the Red Rock Corridor today at Union Station from 4-5:30 p.m. 
 
Commissioner Rettman reported: 
• She met with the North End family center where they spoke highly of the Children’s Initiative. 
• Met Council has hired four individuals for community outreach, especially in regard to the bus line 

changes. 
 
Paul Kirkwold, County Manager: 
• Thanked the Board for allowing 12 staff people and himself to attend a 3-day workshop on 

diversity and culture as they relate to Ramsey County. 
 
Chair Ortega reported: 
• He spoke at the Jewish Family Service Building dedication at 1633 West Seventh Street. 
• On the open house retirement event for Carol Carey in the upper Swede Hollow neighborhood. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 There being no further business, Chair Ortega declared the meeting adjourned. 
 
      _______________________________________ 

     Bonnie C. Jackelen 
     Chief Clerk – County Board 
 


